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Innovating a crucial profession in building and construction sector

The intervention in existing buildings, whether for rehabilitation or maintenance, is 
a very important activity in European countries, as it represents 50% on average of 
the investments in the sector. This type of intervention has some peculiarities that 
make it quite different from the construction of new buildings. In spite of this fact, the 
training of the European professionals keeps to be oriented mainly towards the new 
construction, destining to the existing construction a small part of its studies.
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One of the remarkable particularities involved in the intervention in existing buildings 
is the need to make a good diagnosis to know both the characteristics of buildings 
and their state. The professionals who can better face this diagnosis, within the 
framework of the European Union, are Architects and Building Engineers. In most 
cases, these professionals have specialized through specific courses and the 
professional practices. From the Diagnosis project, we work on the creation of a 
professional profile of Expert in Building Diagnosis.



A MULTIPURPOSE 
PROFESSIONAL PROFILE
The proposed Expert in Building Diagnosis is a professional in the 
architecture and construction sector, capable of dealing with different tasks 
in the evaluation of existing buildings and to:

• Develop the diagnosis following an appropriate methodology.
• Work with structural, energy and other criteria and requirements, 
following the European directives and national standards.
• Inspect buildings and to identify their service conditions.
• Identify the building materials and the constructive systems.
• Evaluate pathological processes, injuries and defects in the 
construction.
• Carefully collect the available data and to analyse the collected 
information.
• Use diagnostic tools and equipment, and to interpret the results.
• Interpret damages and dysfunctions in buildings.
• Perform qualitative and quantitative evaluations.
• Establish conclusions and carry out global diagnostics of buildings.
• Communicate properly in an oral, graphical and written way.
• Coordinate groups of multidisciplinary experts in the different 
aspects of a diagnosis.
• Maintain an impartial position above the parties and an ethical 
behaviour.



AN INNOVATIVE EXPERIENCE AT 
DIFFERENT SCALES
The new Expert in Building Diagnosis emerged from the Diagnostic Project 
should be essentially a generalist and transversal professional, with a good 
knowledge of the construction and the behaviour of different materials, as 
well as the basic requirements and benefits that are currently required to 
the buildings.

It is necessary to add to this knowledge a precise working methodology 
for each case and the ability to identify the need for additional studies with 
specific experts of different disciplines, and to interpret their contributions 
in order to establish precise conclusions.

In the central core, we identify the knowledge available to the diagnosis expert, who has transversal 
competences and basic knowledge in all the disciplines. Outside of the central nucleus, there is a range of 
expertise and multidisciplinary specialties in different areas to be used or not, depending on the complexity 
and the degree of depth that each case requires.
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